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•which he took out many patents, followed rapidly one after 
another. He was rewarded by the first honours as an exhibitor, 
and received from foreign Governments decorations in recogni¬ 
tion of his services. The topographical departments of our own 
and other Governments left the optical work entirely in Mr. 
Dallmeyer’s hands. 

It is chiefly upon photographic optics that he contributed 
papers to periodicals, and his practical pamphlet <£ On the 
Choice and Use of Photographic Lenses ” is well known. In 
the furtherance of celestial photography Mr. Dallmeyer aided 
largely in the construction of the photo-heliograph. The first 
that he supplied was to the Russian Government in 1863 for tbe 
Wilna Observatory, for taking 4-in. pictures of the Sun. This 
proved a great success, and the Harvard College Observatory 
was supplied with one the following year. 

In 1873 five photo-heliographs of 4-in. aperture and 5-ft. 
focal length with secondary magnifiers, giving4-in. Sun pictures, 
were supplied to the Government. These were all mounted on 
universal equatorial stands, and went to various destinations for 
the transit of Venus expeditions in 1874. They have been since 
employed in solar photography, and some have lately been fitted 
with new magnifiers giving 8-in. pictures. 

Mr. Dallmeyer’s work in the construction of microscope 
object-glasses is well known and appreciated. 

His last effort was in the “ Optical Lantern,” which he en¬ 
deavoured to make a scientific and perfect instrument at the 
request of his old friend the Rev. F. Hardwich, who was also the 
first to test and to report on the first photographic lens that 
Mr. Dallmeyer constructed. The importance of the Optical 
Lantern has asserted itself, and Mr. Dallmeyer’s work did what 
was necessary in giving the true rendering in colour and line. 

For some three years previous to his decease he suffered from 
ill-health, due to overwork, and was obliged to make several 
voyages and journeys for restoration. During the last voyage 
which he undertook, he expired on December 30, 1883, in his 
fifty-second year, while between Tasmania and New Zealand. 
His affectionate and modest disposition made him endeared to all 
that knew him, and his indomitable energy prevented him from 
sooner relaxing his hand from his work, which he truly loved, 
or we might still have had him among us. 

He was elected a Fellow of this Society on June 14, 1861. 

James Collett Ebden was born at Loddon. Norfolk, on the 
14th of August, 1794, and died at the vicarage. Great Stukeley, 
Hunts, on February 15, 1884, in the 90th year of his age, being 
at that date the Senior Fellow of the Society. He was the son 
of Mr. John Ebden of Haughley, Suffolk, by his second wife 
Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony Collett, Esq., of Eyke, and 
granddaughter of Robert May, Esq., of Sutton, who was High 
Sheriff of Suffolk in 1758. The Suffolk family of Collett had 

ft 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at University of North Dakota on June 18, 2015 




1885MNRAS..45..191. 


192 


Report of the Council to the 


xly. 4, 


been settled in the county from the fifteenth century, and was 
a branch of the Colletts or Colets of Wendover, of whom was 
Sir Henry Colet, twice Lord Mayor of London, and father of the 
celebrated Dean of St. Paul’s. Mr. Ebden received his school 
education at Stowmarket, whence he proceeded in 1813 to Caius 
College, Cambridge. He graduated in 1816 as sixth wrangler, 
having amongst his competitors Dr. Whewell, the late Master of 
Trinity College, second wrangler, Professor Cape, fifth wrangler, 
and Richard Sheepshanks, sometime Yice-President of the Society, 
tenth wrangler. He was elected in 1816-17 a Fellow of Caius 
College, and in 1817-18 Fellow and Tutor of Trinity Hall, which 
post he held for ten years, numbering amongst his pupils Lord 
Chief Justice Cockburn, the late Lord Lytton, and other dis¬ 
tinguished members of the college and university. In 1821—22 
he was appointed Vice-Master of Trinity Hall. He married in 
1828 Eliza, daughter of Sydenham Feast Wylde, Esq., of the 
7th Hussars, and granddaughter of Penyston Portlock Powney, 
Esq., M.P. for Windsor. Mr. Ebden was one of the original mem¬ 
bers of the Athenaeum Club and of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the annual meetings of which society 
he attended without intermission till he was past eighty years of 
age. He was distinguished as a classical and English scholar, 
and was well versed in the languages and literatures of several 
foreign countries. He was associated with Messrs. Riddle and 
Arnold in their lexicographical undertakings, and he is believed 
to have been engaged in earlier life upon other literary and 
scientific work, although he has not left any record by which it 
can be ascertained and verified. He was nevertheless possessed 
of accurate and very varied scientific knowledge, and took a 
warm interest in the objects and proceedings of the British 
Association until he was confined to his home by increasing age 
and infirmity. 

Mr. Ebden was elected a Fellow of the Society on June 9, 
1820. 

William Frost was born on August 19, 1805, at Thorpe-le- 
Soken, Essex. He married a daughter of Mr. W. J. Frodsham, 
and from 1832 to 1865 resided at Hackney, subsequently 
removing to Tulse Hill. He was the author of several works; 
among others an “Arithmetic,” and “Arithmetical Tables,” 
“ Uranian Guide,” “ View of the Earth and Heavens,” and “ A 
Celestial Atlas.” 

He was a man of considerable energy and perseverance, 
making friends wherever he went, and was highly respected in 
every relation of life. 

He was for many years a member of the British Association. 
He died on March 10, 1884, at Tulse Hill, where a memorial has 
been since erected in Trinity Church, “ by those who, having 
known and valued him, desire to perpetuate his memory in the 
Church he loved and served so well.” He was elected a Fellow 
of the Society on April 13, 1838. 
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